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CHRIS BETSCH 
PROSPECTOR TURNED MERCHANT 


Chris Betsch came north during the Klondike gold rush, migrating to Nome and then Russian 
Mission. 


Nome Nugget, January 27, 1904. 

“The mining prospects of the Kuskokwim country have been discussed more or less for 
the past four years, but as yet very little is known,” said F-}G. Kappelman, who returned 
Friday evening from that section. “There are only a few prospectors in the district, but 
with the same old drawback -- very little grub. Chris Betsch, who left Nome last fall, and 
his partner, M.P. Johnson, were at Russian Mission, on the Yukon on Dec. 19, expecting 
to cross over shortly after Christmas.” 


Nome Semi-weekly Nugget, August 27, 1904. 

SAVED BY A RABBIT 

Prospector Betsch’s Battle with Hunger 

His Gun Becoming Useless, and Being Without Food He Faced Death in the Wilds of the 
Kuskokwim. 


A musher of renown and a prospector of repute is Christian Betsch. For three years past 
his life has been largely spent in the great Kuskokwim valley and adjacent hills. With a 
prospectors rare courage and fortitude he endured all the hardships which the life of a 
pioneer in a wilderness country entails. And more than once he has faced death, alone in 
the great white silence, and in the summer time, when nature was most inviting. 


Mr. Betsch is now in Nome from the Kuskokwim country. He is as hopeful as ever - a true 
prospector always is hopeful. He pursues fickle fortune with persistency and is ready to 
laugh at her whims. Betsch spent the greater portion of the present summer prospecting in 
the neighborhood of the Mt. McKinley country. He describes it as magnificent, a good 
field for prospecting and one that is practically unexplored. As to the results that he 
accomplished he is extremely reticent. 


Alone in the vast section this season he was 55 days without flour. He did not mind so long 
as he had his trusty rifle, but one day it exploded and after that it was useless. Then life 
become more strenuous. He was forced to live on berries, half ripe, for six days. He was 
steadily growing weaker, but he never lost heart so confident was he that he would secure 
succor. 


“T never refused a man a bite to eat or a place to sleep,” he said to himself one day as he 
toiled along a muddy trail, “and I’m not now going to fail to find food.” A few rods 
further and he found in his pathway a dead rabbit. The body was still warm and he 
picked it up with all eagerness of a starving man. He did not stop to ask himself how or by 
what means the little beast had died. He cooked and ate it returning thanks. The next day 
he reached a post on the Kuskokwim. 


Mr. Betsch is now in Nome for supplies to continue the work of prospecting. 


Some time after this, Betsch turned to trading. 


continued on page XX 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Another year comes to an end, or does it? Subscrip- 
tions are due, or are they? 


Because we have an abundance of material for the 
newsletter, and J.D. Williams has been more than 
generous in writing up a couple articles about items 
of which he is intimately knowledgeable, there will be 
an 11th issue this year. Sort of a bonus. Don’t thank 
me, thank Doug. So be looking for the 11th issue 
near the end of November. 


As to the subscriptions, we will be sending out no- 
tices with the next issue. Please wait for that notice 
and use the form that we provide. 


A Gambier Bay 25¢ brought a respectable price, as 
did a Hawk Inlet 25¢. Some relatively common to- 
kens also brought strong prices. Maybe there is some 
new blood in the market ;) Wildwood tokens sold for 
way too much! You can get a better buy on page 132! 


War taxes change the way Alaskans do business. GIs 
scam the locals in Sitka. Meal tickets and 2'4¢ fish 
tails. Reports of Gil McIntyre’s death grossly exag- 
gerated. A little bit of the Aleutians. And a new use 
for Bingles. Who could ask for more? 


My proof reader fell asleep reading this issue. Hope 
you don’t do the same. So there may be more than 
the usual typos. 


Winter is coming. Wait. Can I say that or has that 
been trademarked?? 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - J.D. Williams 

Southeast Alaska Correspondent - Mike Schmetzer 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Bethel, Olsen Bros., $1, B-3c 8.50 
Cooper Landing, Rus. Riv. Ferry, round trip B-la 9.990B 


Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 12'2¢, B-41c 133.59 
Cape Lisbourne, 711 AC&WNCOOM, $1,B-la 236.27 
Eielson AFB, NCO OM, $1, B-3d 50.00 
Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-3a 360.55 
Juneau, Nugget, 12'4¢, B-54a 31.00 
Hawk Inlet, PE. Harris, 25¢, B-1c 242.50 
Ketchikan, The Mint, 12'12¢, B-33a 56.00 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, $1, B-60d 142.50 
Kodiak, Club Liquor Store, encased cent 105.05 
Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3a 20.00 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'’2¢, B-8elllI 196.94 
Northeast Cape, 712th NCO OM, $1, B-le 39.95OB* 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-Ic 127.50 
Quinhagak, Pauline Jean, 50¢, B-1b 127.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bII 30.000B 
Wildwood, NCO Club, 5¢, B-la 31.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, 10¢, B-1b 31.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, 25¢, B-1c 31.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, 50¢, B-1d 42.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, $1, B-le 31.00 
Dawson, YT, B&M, 12’2¢, B-4a 49.00 
Hudson Bay Co., Eastern Arctic, set of 5 455.00 


*possibly a “buy back” 


OB =Opening Bid; NB= No Bid; RL=relist; R= Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it 
now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; 
SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


WHIZ SELLS TO 
HALFERTY 


Kodiak Mirror, Decem- 
ber 15, 1951. 

Whiz Fish Products Com- 
pany has sold their inter- 
ests in the Whiz Halferty 
Canneries, Inc., to GP. 
Halferty and Company. 


The Whiz Halferty Canneries, Inc., is a merger of 
the canneries of Whiz and Halferty interests op- 
erating salmon, clam and crab plants in Copper 
River, Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, Kodiak 
and surrounding areas in Alaska. 


See the February 2013 issue for more information on 
Whiz Halferty Canneries. 
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CHRIS BETSCH, cont. 


Iditarod Pioneer, February 3, 1912. 

Mr. Waskey says Chris Betsch has a fine trading 
post and is making money at Russian Mission. In 
the early days Betsch was gate keeper to Tom 
O’Brien’ famous toll bridge across the Klondike, 
but chucked up the job to hit the trail when news 
of the great Nome strike reached Dawson. 


Iditarod Pioneer, November 9, 1912. 
There were five prisoners for McNeil island, in- 
cluding John Staten, sentenced to two years for 
peddling hootch to natives at Council. 


Staten was brought to Nome from Russian Mis- 
sion, on the Yukon, last winter, and, together with 
his partner Coynt, was charged with robbing the 
store of Chris Betsch, a native trader. Coynt 
pleaded guilty, but Staten was tried and acquit- 
ted. Later he was indicted and found guilty of 
hootch peddling on three counts. 


Nome Daily Nugget, March 8, 1917. 

Frank Waskey, one of the largest operators in the 
Marshall City camp, is working ground there be- 
longing to Chris Betsch and Joe Jean. He is em- 
ploying about 30 men and is in pay running about 
$3.50 to the foot. 


Joe Jean was later a trader at Goodnews Bay, while 


his wife Pauline Jean was a trader at Quinhagak. 
Iditarod Pioneer, March 24, 1917. 


WARNING 


Notice is hereby given the public not to 
cash, discount or any way trafic in checks 
Nos... 21, 22;°28; 24, 857 Bb:27, 28, 31, 35, 


$5 and 38, for one hundred ($100.00) dol- 
lars each, issued by Betseh & Delbar, July 
15th, 1917, on Miners & Merchants Bank, 
Iditarod, Alaska. 

These checks were obtained from me by 
fraud and intrigue, and the same will not 
be honored by the bank when presented for 
payment. J.- BENNETT: 


Iditarod Pioneer, June 16, 1917. 


We have two towns here. One, Fortuna Ledge, 
which is old Marshall, and Jungletown, or Willow 
Creek, which is close to the diggings, about a half 
mile. Fortuna Ledge is on the river and Jungletown 
is about nine miles southeast as the crow flies, but 
in the summer by way of a slough by boat to the 
landing it is eleven miles., and from the landing to 
Willow it is about three miles. The freight from 
Fortuna to Willow in winter is $30 and in the sum- 
mer $40 a ton. 


There are two stores at Fortuna Ledge and two at 
Willow - that is, general stores; Porter, formerly 
A.E. Edwards, and Delbar & Betsch at Fortuna, 
and Porter & Shields at Willow Creek.. 


Iditarod Pioneer, August 11, 1917. 

McGrath, Malcom McDonald, Joe Jean and Chris 
Betsch have a lay on the upper half of No. 1 above. 
They expect to have it worked out by the end of 
August. (Ed. note: Willow Creek near Fortuna Ledge). 


Cordova Daily Times, September 27, 1921. 
Hunter stated that Chris Betsch, Albert E. Edwards, 
Mrs. F. Waskey, Joe Crabtree and others, includ- 
ing himself, are in on the known good claims. 
There are about 60 men in the district. Practically 
the entire population of Marshall stampeded to 
the strike, leaving the town almost destitute of in- 
habitants for a time. 

(Ed. Note: A tributary of the Stuyahok River). 


Kusko Times, July 5, 1924. 

Chris Betsch, a pioneer trader of the Yukon, who 
operates stores at Russian Mission and Marshall, 
is still doing a thriving business. 


Nome Nugget, March 10, 1928. 

ON THE LAST MAIL a letter was received by the 
Nugget giving more detailed information concern- 
ing the burning of Chris Betsch’s store at Marshall, 
at which time the store and its contents was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. The big warehouse and 
all its contents, however, was saved. Mr. Betsch 
was at Russian Mission at the time, but George F- 
Marsh wrote him a letter telling him about the fire. 
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CHRIS BETSCH, cont. 


On January 24th, Mr. Betsch arrived at the scene 
of the disaster with three dog teams loaded with 
perishables and things which might be short. 
There will be no food shortage at Marshall, as 
Mr. Betsch can supply that section from his other 
stations. The store at Marshall will be rebuilt upon 
the opening of navigation. The new store will be 
larger and better equipped with an electric light- 
ing system. The fire was the result of a faulty gaso- 
line lighting system, but it is not known just how it 
happened, it went so quick. It was either a leaky 
valve or a leak in the tubing, and when the lamp 
in the office was being lighted practically the 
whole room burst into flames. 


Kusko Times, April 28, 1928. 

The store owned by Chris Betsch at Marshall, min- 
ing town on the lower Yukon river, was totally de- 
stroyed by fire a few weeks ago, according to late 
advices. The lost was $60,000, no part of which 
was covered by insurance. 


Nome Daily Nugget, November 13, 1934. 

Mr. Nick operates a mine on Montazuma creek, 
and is working two men and doing well. This creek 
is near the famous Russian Mission station. Chris 
Betsch has been “mayor” there for 25 years. 


Marshall is the terminal for the Alaska Railroad 
boat service and the accommodations from there 
to Anchorage are all that could be desired. I had 
a fine trip over the route and would recommend it 
to anyone for a vacation. We have two stores at 
Marshall, one run by Chris Betsch and one by Al 
Mauranze. Also an up to date post office. H.R. 
Hunter has been postmaster for 18 years. 


Nome Daily Nugget, October 8, 1937. 

Chris Betsch of Marshall, was reported to have 
done a $57,000 trading business during the past 
year. From all reports, the fur catch for the entire 
lower Yukon River section, was unusually fine. 


Nome Nugget, February 5, 1945. 

Chris Betsch Leaves for Mayo Clinic 

One of the best known and liked oldtimers of the 
southwestern interior, Chris Betsch, who was one 
of the first white men in the Russian Mission area, 
departed recently on a plane for the Mayo Clinic. 
He was in the care of Mary Lank-Juqua, a nurse 
of the Fairbanks Clinic. Chris, one of the few liv- 


ing veterans of service aboard the famed navy 
schooner, the Constitution (“Old Ironsides”’) came 
to Alaska from Philadelphia in the early days. 
After the Dawson stampede he came to Nome and 
mined in this area for some time before migrating 
to Russian Mission where he became a virtual 
landmark as the years rolled past. His store is still 
in operation there. Now in his 80° Chris is one of 
the honored legion of true Alaskans. He was fea- 
tured in one whole chapter of the recent best-seller, 
“We Live in Alaska.” 


Nome Nugget, July 2, 1947. 

Chris Betsch sells to Northern Commercial Co. 
It is reported by fur buyer I. Jacobson, who has 
just come from Marshall that Chris Betsch, pio- 
neer trader there, who is in very poor health, has 
sold out to the Northern Commercial Co. 


Nome Nugget, December 15, 1947. 

Chris Betsch Leaves for Rochester, Minn. 

Chris Betsch, pioneer merchant of the Yukon dis- 
trict who as been in the Territory for the past 50 
years operating stores at Russian Mission and 
Marshall departed for Rochester, Minn., where 
he plans to make his home. 


He has been in ill health and this will be his fifth 
trip to Mayo Bros. Clinic. 


insenereaeiereeaseueneranesnementnesventeanemetemmnnenanesnsantenmaneeneeemeananenasanand 
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 


_IN THE COMMISSIONER'S 
‘COURT FOR THE WADE HAMP- 
TON PRECINCT. SECOND 
DIVISION, TERRITORY OF 

_ ALASKA, IN PROBATE ; 
IN THE MATTER OF THE Es- 

TATE OF CHRIS BETSCH. 


Decessec 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given by the 
; Unders ated. George F_ Marsh and 
' Lauia HK. Keir, as executors of the 
lest Will of Chris Betsch, deceased, 


4 


“a the creditors of and all persons 
having claims ngainst the said de- 
iceased, to file them, with the 
jnecessary vouchers attached with- 
in six months after the first pub- 
Veation of this notice, or, to ex- 
; habit them with the necessary 
jVouchers attached to the execu- 


| tors, at their office in the town of 
{Fortuna Ledge, Alaska, and also, , 
iany person or persons knowing 
jthemselves to be indebted to the 
jdeceased will communicate with 


‘the said executors at Fortuna 
| Ledge, Alaska. 
| Dated at Fortuna Ledge; Alaska. 
i December 18th, 1944. 
j GEORGE fF. MARSH, 
i and 

L. H. KEIR, 


i Executors for the Es- 
i tate of Chris Betsch, 


i Deceased. 
15 Dec. 94, 31, 1948, Jan. 7, 14, 


Nome Nugget, December 24, 1948. 
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WAR TAXES 


In the last issue we saw how war taxes affected the 
town of Nenana. It did not only cause merchants to 
devise a way to collect the war tax (since there were 
not “pennies),” but actually changed the way Alas- 
kans did business. 


Douglas Island New, April 25, 1919. 

Penny Ante 

Beginning May 1, one-cent pieces will come into 
use on Douglas Island and in fact all over Alaska. 
The reason for it is the government tax on luxu- 
ries that goes into effect on that date. 


The law requires that the user of a luxury shall 
himself pay the tax. On ice cream sodas and other 
luxurious drinks there will be a one cent tax and 
those who partake must tender the tax to the 
amount of one cent. 


Never in the history of Alaska have the copper 
counters issued by the government and known as 
I-cent pieces been recognized as legal tender 
among the people of the north. They have been 
accepted in post offices to pay for stamp pur- 
chases, but if a cent-piece or a handful of them 
were offered to a child, the person offering them 
stood the chance of being called a cheap skate or 
some other pet name and the kid would ask for 
real money instead of bingles. 


It will be imperative after the law goes into effect 
that the rounder who starts out on a soda jambo- 
ree weigh himself down well with several handsfull 
of copper money so he will not be embarrassed 
when paying for his drinks. 


Shades of Soapy Smith and Swiftwater Bill! What 
would they say to Alaska, the land of gold and 
plenty, if they could see the country after May 1? 
What would old-timers say if they saw a friend 
coming in from a trip to the mines with a poke of 
dust, walking up to a bar, ordering an ice cream 
soda and paying for it with three nickels and a 
rusty-looking penny? Soda water, which at one 
time was used only by people with a weak stom- 
ach as a chaser for their hootch, is now a head- 
liner and the lowly penny, which was not even 
given the name or dignity of “chicken feed” in 
the olden times, has become a medium of barter 
and trade. 


The penny coming into circulation can be directly 
traced to the war, and the tax for which it will be 
use is a war tax. We are inclined to think that sour- 
dough who despises the penny and penny coun- 
tries will after May I often repeat with great fer- 
vor, General Sherman's definition of war. 


Sherman’s definition of war: War is Hell. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, May 29, 1919. 
For the First Time in its History Juneau is Being 
Flooded By Pennies Due to War Tax 

Hardly liked by either merchant of purchaser, the 
luxury tax, a bill for the repeal of which has been 
introduced in Congress, with the approval of Presi- 
dent Wilson, is something with which to contend 
in Juneau as well as in more metropolitan cities, 
according to those whom it most concerns. Flood- 
ing your pocket and pocketbooks with pennies, 
strange pieces of money in Alaska, the luxury tax 
presents itself more as a nuisance than anything 
else. 


When you buy an ice cream soda, you are taxed 2 
cents, or 3 cents on a sundae or I cent on an ice 
cream cone, and if you dont give your 4, 3 or 2 
pennies change to the first small boy you see, you 
soon have a pocketful, for paying another war 
tax with your change has not yet become a habit. 


Cordova Daily Times, August 2, 1919. 

We closed our saloons, it is true, but we went right 
over to the drug store and paid more for our soft 
drinks, and the government imposed a luxury tax. 
Of course, ice cream sodas, ginger ale, root beer 
and all the rest of the seductive beverages are luxu- 
ries. Cut them out. Drink water. If you can stand 
it, drink buttermilk, which does not carry a the 
war tax. 
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Nenana Daily News, May 8, 1919. 
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UNALASKA NEWS 


Seward Daily Gateway, December 23, 1930. 
The many Unalaska friends of Mr. and Mrs. Carp 
regret that it is necessary for them to leave here 


and return to San Francisco, on account of the 
ill-health of Mr. Carp. 


Last spring, when Mr. Carp opened “Carp Tav- 
ern” there was much rejoicing. The need of such 
an establishment had long been felt, and the meat 
market was an innovation it would now be diffi- 
cult to be without. Fresh vegetables during all sea- 
sons in the year; cold storage for a continuous 
meat supply; a well equipped restaurant and the 
recreational facilities of the pool room and dance 
hall, were all under his able management and well 
patronized. 


We sincerely hop Mr. Carp will very shortly re- 
gain his health and he takes with him the best 
wished of the people here for every success in 
any new undertaking in which he engages. 


UNGA, ALASKA 


Seward Daily Gateway, April 12, 1922 


Mr. Edward Wilson, merchant of Unga, arrived 
on the Alemeda and will leave on the Starr for 
Unga. 


Seward Daily Gateway, September 6, 1924. 


UNALASKA 


Ounalashka Corporation. Rev: Aleutian World War 
II National Historic Area, (in tiny lettering) Fort 
Schwatka at Ulakta Head / Amaknak Island, Alaska 
/ National Park Service Affiliated Area / Established 
by the United / States Congress / 1996. 


Reported in the Dec. 2007 issue as 1 oz. silver. This 
example is aluminum. Perhaps the previous listing 
was in error. 


Another item from Unalaska that we seldom see (pre- 
viously reported) is a cast copy of a Russian 2 Kopek 
coin, with Unalaska on a ribbon below the monogram. 
It has a copper finish on a base metal. 


Fort Ross in California also made a cast copy of a 
Russian coin. This time it is a Siberia 5 Kopeks, and 
Fort Ross is below the shield on the obverse. 


BAR 24S 58 2S 3S 24S 18 2 48 2A 24S 2 2S 3 24S 2S IE 8 2 248 2S 24S IS 24S 2S IE 8 2 248 2 2g 2S 28 2 2g 2 28 2 2 ak 2 2 KK 


Sanak has suffered a real misfortune. The Alaska Cod-Fish company which has for many years 
maintained several fishing stations here and in the near vicinity has permanently closed its Sanak 
stations. A particularly disagreeable feature of this is that there will be no store on the island. 
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FRAUD IN 
AMERICA... 


RUSSIAN 


J.D. Williams found this newspaper on eBay: 


Olympia Transcript, December 14, 1867. 

GREENBACKS IN SITKA - Cat. Whitford of the 
schooner Nor ’wester, informs us that greenbacks 
are circulating in Sitka at 70 cents on the dollar. 
When the troops first arrived they found the cir- 
culating medium to consist of leather money, is- 
sued by the Russian Government. Pieces two 
inches square, with two corners cut off, passed 
for 8 cents; when all four corners were cut they 
passed for 4 cents. The soldiers soon found this 
out, and drove quite a trade by cutting the 4 cent 
pieces square off the bottom, thus making them of 
double value. This Yankee trick gradually worked 
its way into the knowledge box of the Russians, 
who immediately called in all their leather money, 
and thus made greenbacks a circulating medium. 


The leather money mentioned above as 8 cents was 
the 50 Kopek note. These were clipped on the top 
corners. The 4 cent note was 25 Kopek, and this 
was clipped on all four corners. Because the Rus- 
sian workers and Alaska natives were most likely il- 


literate, by clipping a 25 Kopek note across the bot- 
tom, approximating the appearance of the 50 Kopek 
note, it could pass at 8 cents instead of 4 cents. 


We have a neat booklet, The Alaskan Parchment 
Scrip of the Russian American Company, 1816- 
1867 by Randolph Zander available for $12. This 
book illustrates the inconsistency of the RAC notes, 
making the above deception easy. 


This sent me to searching the LoC for “leather 
money.” There were some interesting articles, but 
we will stick with those related to Russian America. 


Alexandria (DC) Gazette, October 2, 1867. 

From “Alaska.” - The steamer Sierra Nevada 
brings advices from Alaska, via Victoria, to Au- 
gust 20. The U.S. exploring expedition, which ar- 
rived on the Lincoln, would soon start for 
Oonalaska. They had been detained by rain, fog, 
and wind. Business was active at New Archangel. 
Building lots have advanced several hundred dol- 
lars, and there have been some jumping of claims. 
Some coin is in circulation, but leather money pre- 
dominates. The Copper river country is reported 
to be rich in gold, copper, and coal, but the sav- 
ages are very hostile and warlike. The weather at 
New Archangel is much praised. All kinds of com- 
mon vegetables are raised, and many berries. 
Salmon and other fish are very plenty. Deer sells 
at eighty cents each. The Russians, Finns, and 
Germans are very glad to be annexed to the U.S. 


Many newspapers carried similar stories. 


Dodgeville (Wis.) Chronicle, Oct. 18, 1867. 

Alaska has a better currency than we have. Some 
coin is in circulation, but leather money predomi- 
nates. That is certainly more valuable than paper. 


Bossier (Louisiana) Banner, October 26, 1867. 
The people of Alaska are much pleased at the an- 
nexation to the United States - and intend drop- 
ping their leather money and using coin. 


Seward’s Day (March 26) is the day the treaty pur- 
chasing Alaska was signed. Alaska Day (Oct. 18) is 
the day Alaska was formally transferred to the United 
States and the U.S. flag was raised over Sitka. 
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WHAT?’S DICK READING 


As many of you are aware, we moved into town a 
couple years ago. We purchased a well known house, 
previously owned by Alaska Link. We purchased 
some books from her son’s estate (Jim Moody), and 
one was inscribed “Best Wishes to Alaska Moody, 
she knows why - Harry Franck.” The book is The 
Lure of Alaska, 1939. Alaska Moody (Linck) gets 
a mention of page 135. 


Harry Franck made an extensive tour of Alaska in 
the summer before World War IJ. Fairbanks seems 
to have been his base of operations. There were a 
few statements that piqued my interest. 


Meal tickets lie in unguarded rows on the cash 
register counter, and every now and then a man 
telephones or sends a note to let So-and-So “eat 
on my meal ticket.” 


If a visitor took note of this, then meal tickets must 
have been in general use. 


Alaskans, like the Pacific Coast, abhor paper 
dollars; I suppose it makes them feel big and 
strong to lug a pocketful of silver. Time was, not 
so long ago, then two-bits was the smallest coin in 
circulation in Fairbanks. The bank paid $5 for a 
$5.12 check, but $5.25 for a check for $5.13. But 
a few years ago the Piggly Wiggly brought in 
dimes, nickels and even pennies - and were its 
fellow merchants sore! Women of Fairbanks tell 
me that for a long time they were ashamed to ac- 
cept dimes and nickels in change. 


Perhaps it was more than a few years ago, like 1919, 
and the war tax. But in Flat, Alaska... 


Flat...is proud, for instance, that it still maintains 
the old but vanishing Alaskan custom of using no 
coin under two-bits. 


But here is an odd “‘for trade” item: 


In April, 1937, the Alaska Legislature appropri- 
ated $25,000 (which the canners matched) to pay 
a bounty of 2’2¢ on dolly vardens in Bristol Bay, 
because they destroy the salmon spawn. You can 
turn their dried tails in for groceries at trading 
posts and the traders turn them over to the Bu- 
reau of Fisheries. 


GIL McINTYRE 


Iditarod Pioneer, June 24, 1911. 

Kuskokwim Ice Jam Snufs out Lives 

Caught in an ice jam on the lower Kuskokwim 
between Crooked river and Bethel, Gil McIntyre 
and Ed St. Clair, two well known prospectors who 
were on their way to the Good News bay country, 
lost their lives some time last month following the 
breakup in the Kuskokwim river, and the news 
just reached the city. 


Iditarod Pioneer, July 8, 1911. 

McIntyre and St. Clair Safe at Good News Bay 
Declaring that he met them in the Good News dis- 
trict and that “reports of their deaths were greatly 
exaggerated,” Eric Palmen, one of the first men 
from this section to reach the mouth of the 
Kuskokwim, and the first man back from the re- 
ported strike at Good News got in last Saturday, 
and stated that although it was possible that a 
drowning had occurred on the lower river, the vic- 
tims could not have been Gil McIntyre and Ed St. 
Clair, as reported here two weeks ago. They had 
arrived at the mouth of the river and are now at 
the diggings. 


Seward Daily Gateway, August 7, 1930. 


There are two trading posts at Goodnews Bay, that 
of Joe Jean’s and Gil McIntyre’. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, August 22, 1936. 
Steamship sails from Seattle for Kuskokwim River 
Points. 

Passengers aboard include 
three Alaskan oldtimers, Oscar 
Samuelsen and Robert Gierke, 
Bethel merchants, and Gil 
McIntrye, Eek merchant. 
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SYMPOSIUM BAR CHIPS 


by J.D. Williams 


Symposium Bar chips 
have been occasionally 
offered on eBay for at 
least the past six years 
by a chip dealer who 
regularly restocks his 
chip inventory by at- 
tending the annual casino collectibles show held at 
the South Point Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. 


The Symposium Bar was located on the south side of 
Fourth Ave. in Anchorage, Alaska between D and E 
Streets. Although the Chip Guide gives the address 
as 430’ 4th Avenue, the Anchorage Telephone di- 
rectories for 1948 through 1951 give the address at 
428 4th Avenue. 


Herman J. “Joe” Schilmoeller owned and operated 
the Symposium from 1948 to 1951. 


Joe ordered the S 
& W chips in blue, 
red and yellow 
with the design 
being the same on 
both sides. The 
Chip Guide re- 
ports that 1,000 
chips were or- 
dered in March 
1949: 500 red, 100 
yellow and 400 
blue. That does 
not necessarily 
establish the rela- 
tive rarity, as he 
may have submitted more than one order during the 


four years that he operated the Symposium Bar. 

Joe Schilmoeller was born in 1923 and served as a 
Marine at Guadalcanal in World War II. After his 
discharge he was the Chief of Police in Ft. Mitchell, 
Kentucky. He moved to Anchorage in the latter part 
of the 40s. In 1947 he served as a Deputy Marshal in 
Alaska’s Third and Fourth Judicial Districts. As noted 
above he opened the Symposium Bar and Lounge in 
1948. Later with a partner he owned and operated 
the Mentasta Lake Lodge. Mentasta Lake is con- 
nected to the Tok Cutoff (an extension of the Glenn 
Highway) by a six mile spur road. After operating 
the Symposium Bar and Mentasta Lake Lodge, he 
switched his profession to fire protection and 25 years 
later retired as the Assistant Chief of the Ft. 
Richardson Fire Department. Joe Schilmoeller lived 
in Anchorage for 66 years and died in 2013 at the age 
of 90. 


Sources: 

Anchorage Daily News, June 30, 2013, obituary. 
findagrave.com memorial for Herman J. Schilmoeller 
chipguide.com Symposium Bar chips 


BRAD BRADLEY 


Wray E. “Brad” Bradley came to Alaska in 1964 
when he was stationed at Fort Greely. After retiring 
from the Army, he was elected to the Alaska State 
Senate (1975-1982). He sponsored legislation that in- 
creased the property tax exemption for disabled vet- 
erans, gave free hunting and fishing licenses for cer- 
tain disabled veterans and Alaska residents over the 
age of 60. He was also instrumental in establishing 
the State of Alaska Veterans Memorial in Denali State 
Park. 


In 1978, he ran in the primary election for Lt. Gover- 
nor as a Republican and lost to Terry Miller. He later 
served on the Anchorage Assembly from 1985 to 
1988. He passed away in 2016 in Oklahoma. 
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NEW USE FOR BINGLES 


Alaska Sourdough, Douglas, AK, Sept. 8, 1911. 
Ed (Casey) Armstrong, the beach merchant has a 
scheme to make the bingle work overtime, as a 
puller of trade. 


The bingle, it should be said for the benefit of the 
lady readers of The Sourdough, is a favor which 
is distributed to the guests after each game in the 
Front street social functions. They are just as good 
as real money as far as they go, but their legal 
tender qualities are limited. For a gin fiz or a 
Douglas Henry Clay - both mighty fine things in 
their way, a couple of bingles will go as far as two 
bits. They never were good for anything, however, 
but what’s passed over the bar. 


Armstrong has a grocery store on the beach, and 
he also has a brilliant idea now and then. 


“If the bingle,” it occurred to him the other day, 
“is a good thing to pull trade for a thirst parlor, 
wouldnt it work on a grocery store?” 


Armstrong is having a back room built in and he 
intends to install several card tables for social 
games. After each game, bingles will be distrib- 
uted, while the loser digs. But the bingles cannot 
be exchanged for booze, and no man need be long 
on bingles and short on grub, just because he has 
been in a poker game the night before. 


Many a man has wished, in the cold gray of dawn 
of morning after, that he could trade a wad of 
bingles for a mess of ham and eggs, and the beans 
and bacon bingles may be a howling success in a 
live town where the temperance saloon failed. 


Did Armstrong actually issue bingles? If he did, none 
are known to have survived. 


BLUFF 1a 


Nome Nugget, May 9, 1903. 

Adoph Solberg came up Thursday from Bluff: Peck 
& Keidel, the laymen on No. 2 Daniels Creek, are 
awaiting water in order to clean up their big dump 
of 37,500 buckets, which some people allege will 
average at least 25 cents to the pan. No. 2 is 
owned by John Berger and J.T. Sullivan. 


GAMBIER BAY 


Cordova Daily Times, December 30, 1920. 
CANNERY IN GAMBIER BAY WILL BE 
CLOSED. 

Juneau, Dec. 30. - Bringing news that the can- 
neries in southeastern Alaska would cut their pro- 
duction at least 25 per cent next season, and that 
the Gambier plant of the Hoonah Packing Com- 
pany would not be operated., Harold H. Post of 
the First National Bank, has returned from a trip 
through Washington and California. 


He said the Hoonah Packing Company intends to 
put up a small catch at the Hoonah cannery, and 
will return the boats taken outside, and leave the 
other boats now at Hoonah on the ways. The pros- 
pect stares the cannerymen in the face of being 
compelled to move their fish now on hand at a 
loss. 


ARC OCT. 15 AUCTION 


Lot # Description PR 
252 Alakanuk, Alstrom, B-1 a,b,c,d,f 60* 
253 Chatanika, 25¢, B-3c 40* 
254 Cleary, 25¢, B-5a 30* 


256 Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 5¢, B-10a 16 


257 Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5,10,25¢, B-44, abc 35* 
258 Kwigu mek, Alstrom, B-1, b-f 60* 
259 Long, Willis, Bingle Long, 25¢,B-2a 25* 


260 Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3all 20 


261 Fairbanks Trade Dollar 100* 
262 Alaska Purchase Centennial 30* 
263 Anchorage Moose Gooser 150* 
264 Faibanks Great Alaskan Flood 60* 
265 Portage Glacier Lodge 90* 
266 Seward Silver Salmon Derby 60* 
267 Anchorage Pages of Progress medals 200* 
268 Discovery of Gold Medals 85* 
269 Mt. McKinley National Park medallion 50* 
270 Trans-Alaska Pipeline Medal set 325 


271 First Barrel of Oil Plaque 35 


272 Anchorage ARB medal 40* 
273 Alaska American Revolution Bicent. medal 25* 
274 State of Alaska % oz. silver medals 75* 
275 1990 Iditarod | oz. silver medal 55* 
276 State of Alaska Fractional Silver medals 205 
277 Experimental License Plates 50 
278 Book: Eskimo About The Bering Strait 250* 
279 Alaska Almanac 1909 70* 
280 Complete Laws of the Terr. of AK 15 
281 Tent in Tok books 21* 
282 Rueben Gaines books 15 


* = bid reduced. Total bid reductions = $487 
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SALE - “BENICE” TOKENS - $5 EACH 


Here is an assortment of common tokens listed in Ron Benice’s “Alaska and Yukon Tokens.” Some are one 


only in stock, others we have multiples. Take 25 different for $100 (plus postage). 


ANCHORAGE 

Alaska Fed. of Blind, Bingo Darts, 50¢, B-2a 
Anchorage Dairy, 1 Quart, B-7a 

Bert’s Liquor, 15¢, B-9a 

Bert’s Liquor, 25¢, B-9b 


BETHEL 

Olsen Bros, 25¢, B-3a 
Olsen Bros, 50¢, B-3b 
Olsen Bros, $1, B-3c 

Oscar Samuelsen, 25¢, B-4a 
Oscar Samuelsen, 50¢, B-4b 


CHATANIKA 
Dempsey Hotel, NG Cox, 25¢, holed, B-3a 


CORDOVA 
Alaskan Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 


ELMENDORF AFB 
Civilian Club, 10¢, B-1b 
Civilian Club, $1, B-1f 


EXCURSION INLET 
A.&P.S.C. Co. Glacier Cannery, 5¢, B-la 
A.&P.S.C. Co. Glacier Cannery, 10¢, B-1b 


FAIRBANKS 

Fairbanks Public Schools, Milk, B-18a 
Fairview Hotel, 25¢, B-19b, dug, corroded 
Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 

Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢, B-58a 


GAMBELL 

Reindeer Commercial Co., 1¢, B-la 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 5¢, B-1b 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 10¢, B-1c 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 25¢, B-1d 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 50¢, B-le 


HYDER 
Bungalow, 25¢, B-2a 


JUNEAU 

Tom George, 50¢, B-23a 
Tome George, $1, B-23b 
Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a 
AH King, 50¢, B-42a 


KETCHIKAN 
FOE Aerie 162, Monday & Thurs., B-14a 


KIVALINA 
Reindeer & Trading Co., 5¢, B-lall 


KOBUK 
Harry Brown, 25¢, B-la 


KODIAK 
Solly’s, one snort, B-13a 


KWIGUK 

Alstrom, 25¢, B-la, 5 holes 
Alstrom, 25¢, B-la, damaged 
Alstorm, 50¢, B-1b, damaged 
Alstrom, $1, B-1c, damaged 


MILLER HOUSE 
Miller House Bar, one drink, B-la 


NOME 
Polet Stores, 5¢, B-41b 


NOORVIK 

Noorvik Cooperative Store, 25¢, B-lc 
Noorvik Cooperative Store, 50¢, B-1d 
Noorvik Cooperative Store, $1, B-le 


SAVOONGA 

Reindeer Commercial Co., 1¢, B-la 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 5¢, B-1b 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 10¢, B-1c 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 25¢, B-1d 
Reindeer Commercial Co., 50¢, B-le 


SEWARD 
American Legion, XXV, B-la 
Solly’s, Seward & Kodiak, B-16b 


SHISHMAREF 
Native Store, 5¢, B-la 
Native Store, 25¢, B-1c 
Native Store, 50¢. B-1d 


SKAGWAY 
Perry Hern, 12'4¢, B-12a, variety our choice 


TELLER 

Teller Commercial Co., 5¢, B-3al 
Teller Commercial Co., 50¢, B-3e 
Teller Commercial Co., $1, B-3d 


VALDEZ 
Pinzon, 15¢, B-16, our choice, weathered 


131 


SETS AND SINGLES 


$10 per token! 


BARROW 
Tony’s Recreation, 5¢to 50¢, B-1 a-d 


CRAIG 
Lib’s & Jessie’s Cocktail Bar, 25¢, B-3a 


EXCURSION INLET 
A&P S.C. CO., (2) 25¢, B-1c 


as above but with “K” counterstamp 


FIRE ISLAND 
NCO Open Mess, 50¢, B-1dII 


HOONAH 


Icy Straits Salmon Co., 5¢, 10g¢and 25¢, B-2, 


a-C. 


KETCHIKAN 

Abercrombies, 2¢, B-la 
As above, 8¢, B-1c 

“P” Pioneer, set of 3, 10, 25 and 100 points, 
B-41 a-c 


KWIGUK 
Alstrom, $10, B-1f, red fiber. 


MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 

Sheppard Trading Co., set of 6, 25¢ to $20, 
B-1 a-f 
As above, 25¢ only, B-la 


PORT ALEXANDER 
John Jacobsen, 12'2¢, B-3a 
T.J. Jacobsen, 50¢, B-4a 
T.J. Jacobsen, $1, B-4b 


SHISHMAREF 
Shishmaref Native Store, set of 5, 5¢ to $1, 
B-1, a-e 


WILDWOOD 
Wildwood NCO Club, set of 5, 5¢ to $1, 
B-1 a-e. 


MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN 


ODDS & ENDS 


BETHEL 
Oscar Samuelsen, 25¢, 50¢, $1, B-1 a-c 


40.00 see also page 131 25.00 
EEK 
Gil McIntyre, 50¢ in trade, B-1b, see page 

ies 65.00 
UNALASKA 

oper Aleutian WWII area, 1996, 39mm alum. 


see page 126 


10.00 


UNALASKA, AK. 


30.00 ¥ 


10.00 
10.00 Elbow Room, one bottle beer, gold on black 
30.00 42mm, raised rim 10.00 
10.00 aM 
60.00 
10.00 
Latitudes, $5 drink, black and gold on blue 
plastic, 39mm 10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
50.00 
As above, $6 drink, black and gold on 
50.00 red plastic, 39mm. 10.00 
As above, $10 drink, silver and gold on 
black plastic, 39mm. 12.00 


STOCK. PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL. 
YOU CAN PAY UPON RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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